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A PHOENICIAN PTAH-SEKER-OSIRIS 
MINIATURE AMULET FROM TOMB 72 
IN THE SOUTHERN CEMENTERY AT ACHZIV 
Baruch Brandl - Israel Antiquities Authority 
INTRODUCTION 
The amulet was revealed in 1990 during the third 
season of the excavations directed by Eilat Mazar in 
the Southern Cemetery at Achziv. It was found together 
with 17 seals of various shapes - most of them scarabs. 
An attempt has been  made to list all the  
excavated parallels as a basis for future studies. 
Hieroglyphic signs are referred to in square brackets 
as they appear in Gardiner's Sign-list (Gardiner 1973). 
DESCRIPTION 
IAA No. 2003----, Locus 703, Basket 3688 (see here 
Figs. 39-39A). 
Material: Glazed steatite.' Yellowish g l a ~ e , ~  almost 
complete coverage. 
Dimensions: H 10.5 mm, W 7.5 mm, T 4.5 mm. 
Method of Manufacture: Carving, abrading, drilling, 
incising and g l a ~ i n g . ~  
Workmanship: Excellent. 
Technical Details: Perforated, drilled from both sides." 
Linear engraving. 
Presemation: Almosr complete, the right frontal corner 
of the pedestal (see Faces c and f) and the right ear 
of the main figure (see Faces b, and e) are broken. 
Amulet Sbape: 
The object is three-dimensional and has six faces 
(Faces a - J). 
1 For the different methods of glazing steatite objects used 
in Ancient Egypt see Tite and Birnson 1989. 
2 The original color of the glaze was most probably blue 
or green and due to the conditions in the tomb it has faded 
and changed into yellowish (see also Keel 1995: 153 406). 
3 See below a detailed discussion under Micro-Sculpture. 
4 The horizontal perforation was made for suspension. 
Face c: This face contains the main figure - a 
nude male dwarf with short and thick limbs and an 
exceptionally large head, standing on a pedestal. On 
the dwarf's neck is a collar and his hands are holding 
two brandishing knives (see also isolated Face c2 - see 
here Fig. 39A). 
Face  e: Instead of the expected main figure's 
back, this face is occupied by a "protective winged 
g o d d e ~ s " , ~  relatively of smaller size and standing on 
a pedestal, with the schematic cow's horns and the 
solar disk on her head (see also isolated Face e2 - see 
here Fig. 39A). 
Faces h and d:  These faces are common to both 
figures. One half of each face contains the pronounced 
ears6, the hands and the hips of the dwarf, while the 
other half contains the hands and the wings of the 
"protective winged goddess". 
Face  a: This face belongs exclusively to the 
dwarf. It shows the head of the dwarf covered by the 
narrow-fitting cap of the god Ptah, with a beetle or hvpr 
"become and derivatives" [Sign-list L 11 engraved on 
it7 (see also isolated Face a2 - see here Fig. 39A). 
Base D e ~ i g n : ~  
The rectangular base (or Facefi is independent and 
contains five hieroglyphic signs arranged in three 
columns: 
5 Compare with Hclbl 1986: 111 Fig. 1, Pls. 12:ld, 12:2b, 
13:3c, 15:lb and 15:2b. 
6 There is a possibility that the connecting pieces between 
the ears and the shoulders present in a very schematic way 
perching falcons of Homs (see Bllnkenberg 1931:Pl. 53:1216; 
Acquaro 1977:Nos. 601, 616, 619 and 614 = Holbl 1986:Pls. 
12:l and 17:l-3; and Ben-Tor 1997:No. 74. 
7 For such carved three-dimensional beetles see Petrie 
191438, Pl. 47:176 o; Brunton 1948:Pl. 58:33-38 and 40-41; 
Holbl 1986: Pls. 13, 15, 20:6 and 21. 
8 Left and right in the description of the base design are 
from the viewer's perspective. 
The upper sign in the right column is the 
ideogram or determinative - wd-3t "Udjat-eye of 
Horus" [Sign-list D 10].9 
The lower sign in the right column is most 
probably a recumbent lion that serves as the ideogram 
in - rrc? "lion" [Sign-list E 231. 
The upper sign in the central colurnn is the sun 
disk - rc "sun" or "day" [Sign-list N 51." 
The lower sign in the central column is the 
beetle - hupr "become" [Sign-list L 11.l1 
On the left side, a walking figure with its right 
(originally left) arm along its body while its left 
(originally right) arm is stretched horizontally forward 
as holding a stick. There is a possibility (based on the 
information discussion belom- under Function) that 
the figure presents the ideogram or determinative for 
"old" or "elder" [Sign-list A 191. 
The meaning of these five hieroglyphic signs 
will be discussed below (under Function). There is a 
possibility that three of the signs are partly incorporated 
in a rectangular frame. 
DISCUSSION 
The main figure in the amulet is that of the composite 
deity "Ptah- Seker-Osiris"12 - known in classical 
literature as "Pataikos".13 
The secondary figure is most probably the 
goddess 1sis14 or 1sis-~aat" with the schematic cow's 
horns and solar disk - that she adopted from the 
goddess ~ a t h o r ' ~  -on her head. 
Typology; 
The Achziv Tomb 72 amulet fits several amulet 
typologies: 
[A] Günther Holbl had separated between the 
faience and steatite amulets found in Sardinia.17 
According to his typology the Achziv amulet should 
belong to -pus 
5.1.B.4. [3.2]18 - "Pataken, einfache Pataken, 
Steatit, Patake mit Skarabaus; die 
Schutzgottin der Ruckseite umhüllt den Pataken 
mit ihrem Flügel [ohne seitliche Schutzgottinnen; die 
Schutzgottin auf der Rückseite hat symmetrisch 
gesenkte Flügel, schematischer Typus mit guten 
Rundungen des Reliefs]").19 
[B] Following the typology made by Ingo Matzker 
for the 75 Pataikoi of the Egyptian 
Museum in Berlin (Matzker 1990), the Achziv 
amulet could fit into two (Groups 1 and 3) of the 
eight suggested groups: 
Group 1 - Where falcons are seen near the god's 
head and the winged goddess Isis-Maat is protecting 
his b a ~ k . ~ '  Group 3 - Where a scarab appears on the 
god's head, but the god does not stand on two 
c r ~ c o d i l e s . ~ ~  
[C] According to Christian Herrmann's typology 
the amulet and most of its parallels belong to his T'yp 
1 . 2 6 . ~  "Geflügelter Patake" [the "winged Pataikos"] 
(Herrmann 1994:464- 468). It seems that Herrmann 
has created here a "non existing t y ~ e " . ~ ~  
9 See also Keel 1995:173 464. 
10 See also Keel 1995:172 461. 
11 See also Keel 1995:171 454. 
12 See Ions 1968:116 [Sekerl. 
13 For the origin of the term "Pataikos" see Andrews 
1994:39. Arav and Bernett 1997:206-208. 
14 For the role of this goddess later in the Graeco-Roman 
and Chnstian civilization, see Witt 1997. For another winged 
goddess, for example Sekhmet - see Chappaz 1981:82, 93 
[0461; Atldrews 1994:39. 
15 See Matzker 1990:200 [FI and 204 [FI. 
16 See Lurker 1982:72. 
17 See Holbl 1986:79-163. 
18 Thls sub-division exists in Sardinia only in the amulets 
made of faience. 
19 See Holbl 1986:80-83. 
20 See Matzker 1990:204. 
21 See Matzker 1990:205. 
22 This erroneous observation was mentioned also in Arav 
and Bernett 199?:206 [Table 11, and in Herrmann 2002:35- 
38. 
THE PHOENICIANS IN ACHZIV. THE SOUTHERN CEMETERY 
[D] The Achziv item belongs actually to a special 
group of miniature Ptah-Seker-Osiris amulets made 
of steatite or bone that includes unti1 now - as far as 
I know - seven excavated items: 
Tell el Ajjul - Tomb 1152 (Petrie 1932:8, 
Pl. 8:174 = Rowe 1936: A. 2 [PAM No.32.20061, 
with a suggested possible date to the 22nd Dynas- 
ty23 = Herrmann 1994: Xo. 642 [12 x 9 x 4 mml. with 
a suggested date of Iron Age IIA-B2' and Herrmann 
2002:35). Rowe had identified its material as faience, 
and Herrmann corrected it to steatite. 
Ashkelon -- At least three such amulets were 
found in the excavations directed by Prof. Larry 
Stager25: 
1). 57.58.F239 FG18 Material Culture * 27534 
(Herrmann 1994: No. 644 [8 x 6 x 4 mml, with a 
suggested date to Iron Age IIC - Persian ~ e r i o d ~ ~  and 
Herrmann 2002:35 [Iron Age 111 -- Persian Period]). 
According to Herrmann (1994:467) its material is 
composition (Kompositmaterial), but it seems 
erroneous. (for its base - see here Fig. 40:4). 
2) 50.57.L218 B28 Material Culture 44070 - a 
deliberated fill layer below the Phase 10 (7th Century 
BCE) architecture2: (Herrmann 2002:35 [Iron Age IIB 
to 604 BCE] 37-38 [Katru'r. 17 - 9.2 x 9.8 x 5.8 mm], and 
its material is steatite). (for its base - see here Fig. 
4O:6). 
3). 50.48 L.405 Material Culture 42268 - a top 
layer of a courtyard / "open work area" adjacent to 
the Phase 10 (7h century BCE) building identified as 
the "Butcher's S h ~ p " ~ ~  (Herrmann 2002135 [Iron Age 
23 That is, between 945 and 71 5 BCE (See Kitchen 1986: 467 
[Table 31). 
24 That is, between 1000 and 700 BCE (see Herrmann 
1994:30). 
25 The information about the last two was given in a letter 
from Ms. (now Dr.) Susan Cohen, August 20th. 1997. 
26 That is, between 700 and 332 or 600/587 and 333 BCE 
(see Herrmann 1994: 30). 
27 For that architecture - Building 234 or the "Counting 
House" - see Stager 1996a:63; 1996b:63* Fig. 2, 66*. 
28 For that installation - the piazza and Room 431 - see 
stager 1996a:63; 1996b:63* Fig. 2, 65'-66'. 
IIB to 604 BCEI2" 36-37 [KatXr. 16 - 10 x 9 x 4.4 mm, 
and its material is steatite]). (for its base - see here Fig. 
40:5). 
Achziv - Two amulets were found in the 
excavations directed by Emanuel Ben-Dor: 
1) From Tomb ZR IX [IAA No. 48-2961 (Herrmann 
1994:464 and 468 [No. 6451, with a suggested date to 
the Iron Age IIB30 and Herrmann 2002:35: Dayagi- 
Mendels 2002:50 and 53 [No.1051). According to 
Dayagi-Mendels its material is faience and its height 
is 10 mm. (for its base - see here Fig. 40:2). 
2) From Tomb ZR XXXVI [IAA No. 48-674, basket 
1311, not mentioned by Herrmann and unpublished by 
Dayagi-Mendels. 
A variant, where "Ptah-Seker-Osiris" is carved 
on both sides, was found during the end of 1960 in 
the cultivated fields east of Kibbutz Gesher Ha-Ziv - 
(Yedaya L19691 - [I8 x 13 x 7 mm, and its material is 
identified as bonel with a suggested date bemeen the 
gth and bth centuries BCE - IAA No. 94-520g3'). 
It seems that this g r o ~ p ~ ~  was made as an  
alternative to a group of miniature amulets made of 
faience and blue frit (or co rnpo~ i t ion )~~  that were 
common in the Phoenician expanse: 
Ai ~ i n a ~ ~  - Ashmolean Museum No. 1937.785, 
L16 x 9 x 5 mml, blue frit, no field number (Buchanan 
29 The locus number (405) was given erroneously in the 
table as 450. 
30 That is between 900 and 700 or 925 and 720/700 BCE 
(Herrmann 1994:30). According to Michal Dayagi-Mendels 
the use of Tomb ZR IX continued into the 7th century BCE 
(personal comrnunication and Dayagi-Mendels 2002:47). 
31 The details about the thickness and the material are 
taken from the Object Card in the IAA. 
32 The eighth item is known from the Ex Shlomo Zeitzov 
Collection (Archaeological Center - Ancient Coins and 
Antiquities Auction no. 27, at the Tel-Aviv Dan Hotel, 99 
Hayarkon Street, on the 1st of April 2002. Pp. 26-27 [among 
a lot of 8 items under "No. 107"l). (for its modern base 
impression - see her Pl. 40:3) 
33 These also differ from our group by the fact that their 
beetles are three-dimensional. 
34 For the identification of Al Mina as a Phoenician 
settlement, see Boardman 1990. 
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and Moorey 1988:4 [29], Pl. 1:29).35 (for its base - see 
here Fig. 41:12). 
Achziv - Tomb ZR XxXVl [IAA No. 48-6751 
(Herrmann 1994:464 and 468 [Xo. 6471, with a 
suggested date to the Iron Age 1 1 ~ ~ ~  and Herrmann 
2002:3j; Dayagi- Mendels 2002:97-98 [No. 1111, 10 x 
7 x 5 mm). 
Megiddo - Locus 300 of Stratum 111 (Lamon 
and Shipton 1939:123, Pl. 74: 34 = Herrmann 1994: 1x0. 
641 [I1 x 7 x 5 mm], composition with blue glaze, 
and a suggested date to Iron Age 11C3' and Herrmann 
2002:35). 
* Beth Shemesh - Tomb 1 (1 1) [PAM No. J.46- 
471 (Mackenzie 1912-13:60, Pl. 28:19-20). 
Kition - Bothros - three parallel amulets 
with the "protective winged goddess" on the back, 
said to be made of faience (Clerc 1976:117-118,145 
[Kit 7721 (for its base - see here Fig. 41:13), 150-151 
[Kit 1015-1016], Pl. 10:772, 1015 and 1016 L16 x 8.5 
x 6, 16 x 10 x 6 and 15 x 9 x 6 mml). 
Micro-Sculpture (see here Fig. 39A): 
It is clear that the artist who created these miniature 
three-dimensional sculptures was forced to cope with 
at least two problems: 
1st. how to organize the main figures in a 
symmetric and proportional way. 
2nd. how to avoid "penetration" from one figure 
to the other. 
It seems to me that the first problem was solved 
by creating a network of cavities of different diameters 
before the incising of the details of the main figure (see 
Face el).  
The second problem was solved, in my view, 
by using different drill-heads with the same common 
length. These drill-heads were named by the Roman 
numerals 11 to IV (see Face el), while the drill-head 
35 For this amulet's back and the additional information 
(MN j03. Sch, 9), see Holbl 1985:40, Pl. 8, ili. 3. 
36 See above note 26. According to Michal Dayagi-Mendels 
the use of Tomb ZR XXXVI continued into the 7th century 
BCE (personal communication and Dayagi-Mendels 
2002:90).37 That is. between 700 and 586 or 720/700 and 
600 BCE (see Herrmann 1994:30). 
38 Bothros 1 is dated between 600 and 450 BCE. 
used for the perforation (see Faces b l  and d l )  received 
the numeral I.39 
Origin: 
Phoenician. All the items in this group are distributed 
in four sites along the coast - from Achziv in the north 
to Tell el Ajjul in the south. 
Function: 
The amuletic function of this object can not be 
deduced solely by the figures of Ptah-Seker-Osiris (or 
Pataikos) and Isis or Isis-Maat. It seems that its base 
contains a shortened version of a religious inscription 
or formula. 
The inscription and its derivatives appear either 
on the bases of Pataikos amulets or on the bases of 
scarabs kept in severa1 museums (see here Fig. 41): 
The largest inscription appears on the base 
of a headless amulet in the Louvre (Koenig19923124 
[the left item], 125-26 and 128 (see here Fig. 41:l). It 
was identified by Koenig, following Ryhiner's (1977) 
article, as containing two different trigrammes that 
refer to the name of the same god - 'Itm "Atum". 
According to him these trigrammes were attested in 
chapter 162 of the "Book of the Dead" (Koenig 
19923125). A third group of signs, including the Udjat- 
eye and a fish, was attested by him in chapter 167 of 
the "Book of the Dead" (Koenig 1992:125-126). 
Likewise, this item contains on the right column, the 
opening phrase - d-d mdw in 3st wrt "Words to be 
spoken (or recited) by Isis the Great" (Koenig 
1992:128). 
A shorter version of that inscription, without 
the opening formula related to Isis, appears on two 
amulet bases: The first, on an oval base of another 
amulet from the Louvre (Koenig 1992:124 [the right 
iteml and 126-27, and see here Fig. 41:2), the second 
on an amulet's base in the Ashmolean Museum 
(Grenfell 1910:128 and Pl. 3:107, and see here Fig. 
41:3). 
From here the inscription (or formula) splits into 
two branches or variants - each with its shorter 
versions: 
39 This is in contrast to the suggestion that all the drillings 
were made by one drill-head (Herrmann 2002:37). 
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Variant A that excludes the beetle, the sun disk 
and the old man signs and appears - except for one 
case - on scarab bases.*O 
Variant B that excludes the fish, the cat and the 
leef signs and appears exclusively on bases of Pataikos 
amulets. 
Variant A amulet: 
The only amulet of this variant is a double 
figurine of Pataikos kept in the Cracow Kational 
Museum - Czartoryski Collection (?liwa 198 5: 54- 5 5 
[No. 781, and see here Fig. 41:s). The inscription, that 
contains "fish, eye, cat, disk and stroke" signs, was 
identified by? liwa as a Trigramme of Amun or Amun- 
Re (1985:54-55 [No. 781. According to Koenig's 
suggestion, mentioned above,  these signs are 
connected to Chapter 167 in the "Book of the Dead". 
Variant B amulets: 
The larger item in this variant is a headless 
double figure amulet, made of bone, from the former 
Herbert E. Clark Collection, Jerusalem (Preger 1975344 
[Bes]) (and see here Fig. 41:lO). In addition to the 
"scarab, cat and Udjat eye" sign identified by its 
publisher, one could add the recumbent lion (or 
perhaps cat) and the elder figure. 
This is actually the forerunner of the shorter 
version appearing on the amulet from Tomb 72 at 
Achziv and its group (and see here Figs. 40 and 
41 : l l ) .  The shortest version, that excludes the 
recumbent lion, appears on miniature amulets made 
of faience that were excavated at Al Mina in Syria, 
and Kition in Cyprus (see here Figs. 41:12 and 13 - 
respectively). 
The suggestion to connect these inscriptions to 
the "Book of the Dead", and the interpretation of 
some parts of these as trigrammes of Atum seem very 
unlikely. 
40 One scarab was excavated in Tomb 1516 at Sanam in 
Sudan (See Griffith 1923:120, Pl. 27:57 - and see here Fig. 
41:6) Two scarabs are from the Cairo Museum, one from 
Stuttgart Museum and one from kiden Museum (see Grenfell 
1910 127-28 and Pl. 3:98, 103, 109, 113 - and see here Fig. 
41:7, 4, 5,  9 respectively. 
1. The system of the trigrammes, known more 
as cryptography", is videly ~ n a c c e p t a b l e . ~ ~  
2. The connection of the inscriptions to the sun 
god ~ t u m ~ ~  has nothing to do with the god Ptah- 
Seker-Osiris. 
3. In my view, the opening phrase "Words to 
be spoken (or recited) by Isis the Great", that appears 
on the largest inscription, points to the exclusive 
connection of all these inscriptions to the goddess 
Isis." This suggestion is supported by the appearance 
of her as a winged and protecting image standing 
behind that of Ptah-Seker-Osiris. 
Date: 
The amulet should be dated to the 7h century BCE on 
the basis of excavated parallels from Tell el Ajjul, 
Ashkelon and Achziv. Moreover, Ashkelon's destruction 
on 604 BCE seems to serves as a terminus ad quem. 
Archaeological Context: 
Tomb 72 was dated by its excavator to the 8th-7th 
centuries BCE. It seems that the amulet fits well with 
the group of the later finds in the tomb. that are dated 
exclusively to the 7th century B C E . ~ ~  
CONCLUSSIONS 
The contribution of the new amulet from Tomb 72 in 
Achziv is noticed in the following points: 
1. The amulet has helped to define it and its 
parallels as a separate group (or type) of amulets, that 
were carved most probably in one workshop. 
41 For cryptography - see Keel 1995:177-180 5 472-481, 
242-46 5 643-50. 
42 See for example Brandl 1982:377-79; Ben-Tor 1993. 
Moreover, even for those who accept the cryptography, it 
is exclusive for the god Amun - see Keel 1995:242 643. 
43 For the god Atum - see Kakosy 1975. For his sity - see 
Quirke 2001. 73-114. 
44 I do not suggest here the actual reading since it deserves 
a separate research. 
45 For example Scarabs 32. 8.11, 35 8.14, 36 8.15 and 38 
8.17. 
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2. The amulet with its known location strengthen 
the identification of the workshop as of Phoenician 
origin. 
3. The context of the amulet supports the date 
of manufactureof the whole group. 
4. There is a possibility that this group is a result 
of shortage in ranr material in Phoenicia after the Neo 
Assyrian conquest of Tiglath-Pileser 111. 
5 .  The amulet is a good platform for an analysis 
of the outstanding technical skills needed fsom the 
workshop a r t i s a n ~ . ~ ~  
6. It seems that the "meaningless" hieroglyphs 
appearing on the amulet, on its parallels, and even on 
amulets that belong to the faience group, are a 
shortened version of a spell dedicated to Isis the 
protector of Ptah-Seker-Osiris, 
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Fig. 41. The complete formula of the "Words to be spoken (or recited) by Isis the Great" and its shnnkage on bases of 
amulets and scarabs (marked by * ). 
